
Abstracts of articles on DRAFT 
 
Amy Kronish, former curator at Jerusalem Cinematheque/Israel Film Archive 
Two Sides of a Tension within Israeli Society 
Israel is a contentious society with strong opinions on the left and on the right.  The film Draft 
portrays a tension within Israeli society about the importance of serving in the army.   Could it 
possibly be worth dying for your country?    
 
Helen Westgeest, Leiden University 
Spaces of Transition and Framed Passages in a Sphere of Conflict 
Framed passages in Draft, such as doorways, mirrors and windows, function as barriers. They stress 
the unstable equilibrium between spaces and the deep senses of loneliness of the protagonists, thus 
underscoring both physical and emotional dimensions. In the past, painters also applied these 
strategies to infuse their art with layered meanings. 
 
Jacques Lefebvre-Linetzky, Cinémathèque de Nice 
Searching for truth, the art of the close-up in Draft 
From a visual point of view, Draft may be seen as a search for truth thanks to the use of the close-up. 
It enables the viewer to apprehend the father’s pain from within. As such, the close-up is about 
sharing emotions and not relying on the often-deceitful power of words. 
 
Liat Steir Livny, Sapir Academic College & The Open University, Israel 
The Return of the Prodigal Father 
The article will show how on the one hand, the tragic character of the father, criticizes what Israel has 
become: a violent, militarist environment. On the other hand, his character traits raise the 
question whether he proposes an alternative, thus leaving the viewers in a moral limbo. 
 
Pablo Utin, Tel-Aviv University 
The ideological ashtray: Draft's political allegory of disillusion 
Made after the collapse of the Oslo peace process, Draft expresses the sense of failure and 
disorientation of left-wing Israeli Ideologies and their replacement with more nationalistic right-wing 
views. Through the analysis of mise-en-scene and the film's use of narrow PoV, the paper will depict 
Draft's political allegory of disillusion.  
  

Pepita Hesselberth, Leiden University 
“You’ll be a Tiny Bolt in a Killing Machine”: Productive Failure in a Machine-Centric Universe 
Drawing on the writings of Borgmann, Virilio, and Lazzarato. this article comments on the prevalence 
of failure in Draft: the failure to communicate, the failure of technology, of perception, and arguably 
of war. Productive failure, I set out to demonstrate, is the key component of the film’s cultural 
critique. 
 
Yaara Ozery, Tel-Aviv University 
Re(en)gendering Masculinity: Female Authorial Voice in Draft  
Exploring the relationship between text and authorship, this article will attempt to trace the voice of a 
woman filmmaker in a film that deals with masculinity. The director's voice resonates between the 
two main (male) characters' fragile masculinity and is reflected by the image of the missing mother. 
 
Yael Munk, The Open University of Israel 
Draft or Saving the Son from the Nation's Prospects 
Draft tells about the last night that an 18-year old boy spends with his Peace-activist father before 
beginning his compulsory military service. The situation between the two is tense mostly because the 
father tries to project his own experience onto his son. 
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